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so particularly, by the old patriarch, in his anathema,
it is very probable he was a principal in the fact of
abusing him.

Suppose then, I say, young Canaan busy in as-
sisting his grandfather in planting and dressing the
vines, and in pressing the fruit; the Devil takes this
for a handle, and subtly makes Canaan dream,
(for I will grant with Mr. Milton, that the Devil had,
from the beginning, the art of whispering to him in
his sleep, as that author makes him do to Eve in
Paradise, and thereby making him dream of any-
thing he pleased). Take him then whispering to
Canaan, that he should make his grandfather drunk
with the wine, and that he should be able to do
what he pleased with him ever after ; insinuating,
that the effect of it would be to make his grand-
father have a greater affection to him than to any of
the rest of his grandchildren. This is not impro-
bable, because the Devil always tempts with the ex-
pectation of some apparent good.

Others suggest, that Noah having reproved and
reproached Canaan for some crime, and perhaps
caused him to be corrected for it, the Devil took
hold of his resentment, (which, by the way, is not
much unlike a devil,) and proposed this method of
revenge to him in a dream, as if he had dreamed
that he had prevailed over his grandfather, by per-
suading him to drink himself drunk, and had there-
by made him expose himself in a beastly manner,
until he became the ridicule and jest of the whole
family, which by that time was very numerous ; and
that Canaan, pleased with the lively representation
of his grandfather's shame, resolved (the Devil
prompting him to it in other subsequent dreams), if
possible, to give himself the satisfaction of bringing
it to pass, and to persuade the old man to drink him-
self drunk, the next time he came to assist him in the